
The Second Sunday of Easter 
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Living Faith Lutheran Church, Sechelt, BC 
 

Preservice Music/Welcome/Announcements 
 

GATHERING 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism    
 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  (Repeat 3 times)  
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn #367   Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound     v. 3 – piano only 
 
 
1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 
 in praise of love that still abounds: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 
 Repeat their song of glory here: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 
 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Now still he comes to give us life 
 and by his presence stills all strife. 
 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 
 set heart and will on things above 
 that we conquer through your triumph; 
 grant grace sufficient for life's day 

that by our lives we truly say: 
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
4 Adoring praises now we bring 
 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 
 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 
 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 
 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 
 all the glory, never ending! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
Greeting  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the companionship of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Almighty and Eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may 
we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

WORD 
First Reading  Psalm 133 
 
How very good and pleasant it is 
   when kindred live together in unity!  
It is like the precious oil on the head, 
   running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, 
   running down over the collar of his robes.  
It is like the dew of Hermon, 
   which falls on the mountains of Zion. 
For there the Lord ordained his blessing, 
   life for evermore. 
 
  Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading Acts 4: 32-35 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private 
ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and 
brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each 
as any had need. 
  Word of God.  Word of Life.  Thanks be to God.  
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Third Reading:      1 John 1:1 – 2:2 
We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 
eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— this life was 
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the 
Father and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is 
no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie 
and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will 
forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
him a liar, and his word is not in us.  

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  
 
Gospel Acclamation Please rise in body or spirit 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?   
You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Holy Gospel   John 20:19-31   Glory to you, O Lord 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 
be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 
when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If 
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the 
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.’  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’  

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But 
these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  
The good news of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 
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Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day    # 737 He Comes to Us as One Unknown 
 
1 He comes to us as one unknown, 
 a breath unseen, unheard; 
 as though within a heart of stone, 
 or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
 a pulse of being stirred, 
 a pulse of being stirred. 
 
2 He comes when souls in silence lie 
 and thoughts of day depart; 
 half-seen upon the inward eye, 
 a falling star across the sky 
 of night within the heart, 
 of night within the heart. 
 
3 He comes to us in sound of seas, 
 the ocean's fume and foam; 
 yet small and still upon the breeze, 
 a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 
 a voice to call us home, 
 a voice to call us home. 
 
4 He comes in love as once he came 
 by flesh and blood and birth; 
 to bear within our mortal frame 
 a life, a death, a saving name, 
 for ev'ry child of earth, 
 for ev'ry child of earth. 
 
5 He comes in truth when faith is grown; 
 believed, obeyed, adored; 
 the Christ in all the scriptures shown, 
 as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
 our Savior and our Lord, 
 our Savior and our Lord 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one heart it 
testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh your creation. 
Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched land. Give your whole 
creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the ways of 
your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in authority and 
breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your generous Spirit, 
that we provide for the needs of others. Help us to announce your peace to those who are lonely, 
hurting, suffering, or afraid. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the risen Christ in 
our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You walk with all who suffer. Nations are in the grip of Covid 19, many have died and millions suffer. 
Bless, those who are ill with your healing love; give strength to doctors, nurses, caregivers as they give 
their all for others; grant those who have lost loved ones hope in the resurrected Christ. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and gifts of 
those who now live in endless joy in word and in silence . . . Unite us with them in resurrection hope. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness 
and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace and Offertory 
 

MEAL 
Offertory Prayer 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service  
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving   
 
God is with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to our God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels,  
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer for Easter over the Gifts of the Earth 
Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

 
We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, 

and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 

we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, 

that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honour is yours, Eternal One, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 
Lord's Prayer (to be sung to the usual melody) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Fraction (Breaking of the bread) 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Invitation to Communion 
 The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied.  Hallelujah! 
 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Distribution of the feast of gladness while a musical reflection is played 
   
Prayer after Communion 
Let us pray.  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses that your love  
may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Benediction 
 May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sending Hymn  #547  Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen 
 
1 Rise, O church, like Christ arisen, 
 from this meal of love and grace; 
 may we through such love envision 
 whose we are, and whose, our praise. 
 Alleluia, alleluia; 
 God, the wonder of our days. 
 
2 Rise, transformed, and choose to follow 
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 after Christ, though wounded, whole; 
 broken, shared, our lives are hallowed 
 to release and to console. 
 Alleluia, alleluia; 
 Christ, our present, past, and goal. 
 
3 Rise, remember well the future 
 God has called us to receive; 
 present by God's loving nurture, 
 Spirited then let us live. 
 Alleluia, alleluia; 
 Spirit, grace by whom we live. 
 
4 Service be our sure vocation; 
 courage be our daily breath; 
 mercy be our destination 
 from this day and unto death. 
 Alleluia, alleluia. 
 Rise, O church, a living faith. 
  
 
Dismissal  Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
  Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
 


