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Preservice Music/Welcome/ Announcements 

GATHERING 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved 
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful in their 
calling to be your children and inheritors with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen 
 
 



Gathering Song #455 Crashing Waters at Creation 
 
Crashing waters at creation, 
ordered by the Spirit's breath, 
first to witness day's beginning 
from the brightness of night's death: 
 
Parting water stood and trembled 
as the captives passed on through, 
washing off the chains of bondage—  
channel to a life made new. 
 
Cleansing water once at Jordan 
closed around the one foretold, 
opened to reveal the glory 
ever new and ever old. 
 
Living water, never ending, 
quench the thirst and flood the soul. 
Wellspring, source of life eternal, 
drench our dryness, make us whole.  
 
 

WORD 
 
First Lesson    Genesis 1:1-5 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  

Second Lesson   Acts 19:1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the inland regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?’ They replied, ‘No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.’ Then 
he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ Paul said, 
‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was 
to come after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of them.  

 



Hymn of the Day #305  When Jesus Came to Jordan 

When Jesus came to Jordan 
 to be baptized by John, 
 he did not come for pardon 
 but as the Sinless One. 
 He came to share repentance 
 with all who mourn their sins, 
 to speak the vital sentence 
 with which good news begins. 
 
 He came to share temptation, 
 our utmost woe and loss, 
 for us and our salvation 
 to die upon the cross. 
 So when the dove descended 
 on him, the Son of Man, 
 the hidden years had ended, 
 the age of grace began. 
 
 Come, Holy Spirit, aid us 
 to keep the vows we make; 
 this very day invade us, 
 and ev'ry bondage break. 
 Come, give our lives direction, 
 the gift we covet most: 
 to share the resurrection 
 that leads to Pentecost. 

 

Holy Gospel    Mark 1:4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 
water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And 
just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 
descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.’  



Sermon 

Music for Reflection 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the world, 
and all people in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim 
the forgiveness of sins and new life in Jesus Christ. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us 
pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and for 
peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for those who mourn the loss of loved ones in 
these days of Covid 19, for those confined to solitary living, loss of employment, loss of hope, 
that God shower compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For those whose needs are heavy upon our own hearts this day: in silence we remember them 
before you and pray for their strength and healing . . . let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For all nations struggling to cope with the current pandemic, may there be compassion for those 
whose resources are few and cooperation to replace all enmity. And we remember our friends in 
the USA that in this time of struggle and transition, leaders may seek your wisdom and love 
overcome all hate. 
Have mercy, O God. 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking renewal in 
their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their witness inspire 
us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who 
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
O God, 
receive these gifts as you receive us: 
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 
Nourish us anew in your tender care, 
and empower us in faithful service 
to tend to others with this same love, 
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE MEAL 
 
Hymn #496  One Bread, One Body 
Refrain 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 
 
2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 
Come and be fed. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 
And so, with humility and hope we accept your invitation to join in this feast. 
 
On the night in which he was betrayed 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Fraction: The gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
Invitation to the Table and the Meal 
John was led by the Holy Spirit; Jesus was baptized by the Holy Spirit. May that same Spirit 
reveal Christ to us in the breaking of bread. Amen 
 
 
 
Prayer After The Meal 
 
Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with 
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, 
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



SENDING 
 
Benediction 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.Amen. 
 

Hymn #673   God, Whose Almighty Word 

 God, whose almighty word 
 chaos and darkness heard 
 and took their flight: 
 hear us, we humbly pray, 
 and where the gospel day 
 sheds not its glorious ray, 
 let there be light! 
 
 Lord, who once came to bring, 
 on your redeeming wing, 
 healing and sight, 
 health to the sick in mind, 
 sight to the inly blind: 
 oh, now to humankind 
 let there be light! 
 
 Spirit of truth and love, 
 life-giving, holy dove, 
 speed forth your flight; 
 move on the water’s face 
 bearing the lamp of grace, 
 and in earth’s darkest place 
 let there be light! 
 
 Holy and blessed three, 
 glorious Trinity, 
 wisdom, love, might! 
 Boundless as ocean’s tide, 
 rolling in fullest pride, 
 through the earth, far and wide, 
 let there be light! 
 
 
Dismissal:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 


