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Prelude 

Gathering Hymn – #871 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good 
 
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, 
 the author of creation! 
 O God of love, you understood 
 our need for your salvation. 
 With healing balm our souls you fill; 
 all our lament with peace you still. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
2 What your almighty pow'r has made, 
 in mercy you are keeping; 
 by morning glow or evening shade, 
 your eye is never sleeping; 
 in the dominion of your might 
 all things are just and good and right. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
3 We sought the Lord in our distress; 
 O God, in mercy hear us. 
 Our Savior saw our helplessness 
 and came with peace to cheer us. 
 For this we thank and praise the Lord, 
 who is by one and all adored. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 
4 All who confess Christ's holy name, 
 give God the praise and glory! 
 Let all God's saving pow'r proclaim; 
 give God the praise and glory! 
 Cast ev'ry idol from its throne; 
 God is the Lord, and God alone. 
 To God all praise and glory! 
 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



Let us pray: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts.  Created by you, let us 
live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let 
us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen 

The Word 

Exodus33:12-23 

12Moses said to the LORD, "See, you have said to me, 'Bring up this people'; but 
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I know 
you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.' 13Now if I have found 
favor in your sight, show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in 
your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people." 14He said, "My presence 
will go with you, and I will give you rest." 15And he said to him, "If your presence 
will not go, do not carry us up from here. 16For how shall it be known that I have 
found favor in your sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we 
shall be distinct, I and your people, from every people on the face of the earth." 
17The LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you 
have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name." 18Moses said, "Show me 
your glory, I pray." 19And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you, 
and will proclaim before you the name, 'The LORD'; and I will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But," he said, 
"you cannot see my face; for no one shall see me and live." 21And the LORD 
continued, "See, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock; 22and 
while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you 
with my hand until I have passed by; 23then I will take away my hand, and you 
shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen." 

“Word of God. Word of Life”  Thanks be to God 

1Thessalonians 1:1-10 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, 
constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the 
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among 
you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word 



of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in 
every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak 
about it. 9For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we 
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true 
God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — 
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

“Word of God. Word of Life”  Thanks be to God 

The Gospel according to Matthew, verses 22:15-22 

Glory to You, O Lord 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that 
you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, 
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 18But Jesus, aware 
of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show 
me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to 
them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?" 21They answered, "The emperor's." 
Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 22When they heard this, they 
were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

The Word of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day – #686 We Give Thee But Thine Own 

1 We give thee but thine own, 
 whate'er the gift may be; 
 all that we have is thine alone, 
 a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
 
2 May we thy bounties thus 
 as stewards true receive, 
 and gladly, as thou blessest us, 
 to thee our firstfruits give. 
 
3 The captive to release, 
 to God the lost to bring, 
 to teach the way of life and peace— 
 it is a Christlike thing. 
 



4 And we believe thy word, 
 though dim our faith may be: 
 whate'er we do for thine, O Lord, 
 we do it unto thee. 

 
The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Musical Offering 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
life with the words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs 
of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory 
forever. Amen 
 
Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer: 



Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today, our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who have sinned against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 
Blessing 
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant us to live in harmony with one 
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn – #678 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending 
 
1 God, whose giving knows no ending, 
 from your rich and endless store: 
 nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 
 costly cross, grave's shattered door, 
 gifted by you, we turn to you, 
 off'ring up ourselves in praise; 
 thankful song shall rise forever, 
 gracious donor of our days. 
 
2 Skills and time are ours for pressing 
 toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
 all at peace in health and freedom, 
 races joined, the church made one. 
 Now direct our daily labor, 
 lest we strive for self alone; 
 born with talents, make us servants 
 fit to answer at your throne. 
 
3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
 gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; 
 ours to use for home and kindred, 
 and to spread the gospel word. 
 Open wide our hands in sharing, 
 as we heed Christ's ageless call, 
 healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
 serving you by loving all. 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 


