
LIVING FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
NOVEMBER 22, 2020 

THE REIGN OF CHRIST 
 
 

Musical Prelude 

Welcome and Announcements 

Psalm 95:1-7a (unison) 

O come, let us sing to the Lord; 
   let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
   let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  
For the Lord is a great God, 
   and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the depths of the earth; 
   the heights of the mountains are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, 
   and the dry land, which his hands have formed.  

O come, let us worship and bow down, 
   let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!  
For he is our God, 
   and we are the people of his pasture, 
   and the sheep of his hand.  

Gathering Hymn #430 Rejoice, for Christ Is King! 
 

Rejoice, for Christ is king! 
 Your Lord and king adore; 
 rejoice, give thanks, and sing, 
 and triumph evermore: 
Refrain 
 Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 
 rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 
 
 Our Savior Jesus reigns, 
 the God of truth and love; 
 when he had purged our stains, 
 he took his seat above:  Refrain 
 
 His kingdom cannot fail; 
 he rules o'er earth and heav'n; 
 the keys of death and hell 
 are to our Jesus giv'n:  Refrain 



 
 He sits at God's right hand 
 till all his foes submit 
 and bow to his command 
 and fall beneath his feet:  Refrain 
 
 
Greeting and Prayer  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.  
 
Gracious God, we bow our heads with awe and thanksgiving as we ponder the gift of your love 
in Jesus. We marvel at the lowliness of his birth, the compassion of his service, the wisdom of 
his words, and his courage as he faced the Cross. This is the One whom you have raised as our 
Saviour, the One whom we proclaim this day as the Sovereign Lord of all creation.   
By his grace, lead us into worship and strengthen us by your Spirit to proclaim with our own 
lives the majesty and mystery of your eternal love. Amen 
 
 
The Word 
 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As 
shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my 
sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds 
and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing 
land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd 
of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will 
bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat 
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.  

Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with 
your horns until you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer 
be ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  

I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. Word of God, Word of Life 

 



 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 
you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 
the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the 
age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. Word of God, Word of 
Life 

The Gospel According to Matthew chapter 25: 31-46 

Glory to you, Lord 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the 
throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you 
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick 
and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer 
him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked 
and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And 
the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at his left hand, “You that are 
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was 
hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then 
he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 
did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.’ 

The Word of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ! 

Sermon 



 
Hymn of the Day 
#798 Will You Come and Follow Me 
The Summons 
 

1 "Will you come and follow me 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you go where you don't know 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you let my love be shown, 
 will you let my name be known, 
 will you let my life be grown 
 in you and you in me? 
 
2 "Will you leave yourself behind 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you care for cruel and kind 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you risk the hostile stare, 
 should your life attract or scare? 
 Will you let me answer pray'r 
 in you and you in me? 
 
3 "Will you let the blinded see 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you set the pris'ners free 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you kiss the leper clean, 
 and do such as this unseen, 
 and admit to what I mean 
 in you and you in me? 
 
4 "Will you love the you you hide 
 if I but call your name? 
 Will you quell the fear inside 
 and never be the same? 
 Will you use the faith you've found 
 to reshape the world around, 
 through my sight and touch and sound 
 in you and you in me?" 
 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true 
 when you but call my name. 
 Let me turn and follow you 
 and never be the same. 



 In your company I'll go 
 where your love and footsteps show. 
 Thus I'll move and live and grow 
 in you and you in me. 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the 
church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social 
ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the 
needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Today we pray for Ethiopia that fighting may 
cease and the innocent able to return home in safety.Grant opportunities for ending divisions 
among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of oppression and 
prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away, 
especially our Indigenous Peoples.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who 
work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of 
young people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Bring healing to those stricken by the Covid 19 virus, and grant strength and courage to those 
who attend the sick in our hospitals, nursing and care homes. And hear us as we bring our own 
concerns before you . . .  
Your mercy is great. 
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. 
Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Saviour, until that day when you gather all 
creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Sharing the Peace: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and also with you 



 

Musical Offering 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

This day, Gracious God, you lift us above our time-bound tasks to ponder the wondrous design 
you have for all creation. What limits us, does not limit you. Even death cannot restrain your 
desire that all might enjoy fullness of life. So we turn to you with profound gratitude and praise 
for you have done for us what we cannot do for ourselves. You have given us the Saviour whose 
reign has no limits of time or space, and whose mercy has no end. 
By your Spirit, you welcome us into your divine labour and equip us in word and deed to serve 
one another, and so enjoy together the blessings of your grace. Amen 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, in heaven; hallowed by your name; your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
 
 

Blessing 

Now may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd 
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that 
you may do his will, working among us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be the glory for ever and ever. And the mercy of God Almighty, Sovereign, Saviour 
and Spirit, be with you now and forever. Amen. 

Sending Hymn -  #855 Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 

 Crown him with many crowns, 
 the Lamb upon his throne; 
 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns 
 all music but its own. 
 Awake, my soul, and sing 
 of him who died for thee, 
 and hail him as thy matchless king 
 through all eternity. 



 
Crown him the Lord of love-- 

 behold his hands and side, 
 rich wounds, yet visible above, 
 in beauty glorified. 
 No angels in the sky 
 can fully bear that sight, 
 but downward bend their burning eyes 
 at mysteries so bright. 
 
 Crown him the Lord of life, 
 who triumphed o'er the grave 
 and rose victorious in the strife 
 for those he came to save. 
 His glories now we sing, 
 who died and rose on high, 
 who died, eternal life to bring, 
 and lives that death may die. 
 
 Crown him the Lord of years, 
 the potentate of time, 
 creator of the rolling spheres, 
 ineffably sublime. 
 All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
 For thou hast died for me; 
 thy praise and glory shall not fail 
 throughout eternity. 
 

 

Dismissal: We end the Season of Pentecost and say au revoir to our faithful guide St. Matthew. 
Next Sunday we will observe the beginning of Advent. The seasons change but God’s 
faithfulness endures forever; the days are short, but God’s mercies are new every morning. Love, 
joy and peace are the Spirit’s gifts. We are blessed! 

Postlude 


