
Order of Service 

November 15, 2020 

 

Prelude 

Gathering Hymn – #441  - Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand 

 

1 Oh, happy day when we shall stand 

 amid the heav'nly throng; 

 and sing with hosts from ev'ry land 

 the new celestial song, 

 the new celestial song. 

 

2 Oh, blessed day when Christ shall come 

 and show himself as Lord, 

 and thousands meet in their new home 

 which Jesus has prepared, 

 which Jesus has prepared. 

 

3 Oh, what a mighty rushing flood 

 of joy and love and peace 

 will roll down over us with good 

 and blessedness and grace, 

 and blessedness and grace. 

 

4 O Lord, your grace is ev'rything; 

 your love has made us free 

 to stand among the saints and sing 

 the glory that we see, 

 the glory that we see. 

 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

Let us pray: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its 

peoples, and you give us all that we have.  Inspire us to serve you with justice and 

wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen 

The Word 

Judges 4:1-7 



1The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud died. 2So 

the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; 

the commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3Then the 

Israelites cried out to the LORD for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, 

and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 

  4At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5She 

used to sit under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill 

country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to her for judgment. 6She sent and 

summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, 

“The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you, ‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, 

bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7I will 

draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with 

his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’ ”  

“Word of God. Word of Life”  Thanks be to God 

1Thessalonians 5:1-11 

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need 

to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of 

the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and 

security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon 

a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in 

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light 

and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then let us not 

fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep 

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to 

the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for 

obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that 

whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one 

another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  

“Word of God. Word of Life”  Thanks be to God 

The Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 25:14-30 

Glory to You, O Lord 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 

his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to 

another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with 

them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, the one who had the two 



talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the one talent went 

off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long time the 

master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who 

had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 

‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 

talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 

the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, 

saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 

been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 

the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did 

not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I 

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his 

master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I 

did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested 

my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my 

own with interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten 

talents. 29For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 

away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

The Word of the Lord.  Praise to You, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Hymn of the Day – #678 God Whose Giving Knows No Ending 

1 God, whose giving knows no ending, 

 from your rich and endless store: 

 nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 

 costly cross, grave's shattered door, 

 gifted by you, we turn to you, 

 off'ring up ourselves in praise; 

 thankful song shall rise forever, 

 gracious donor of our days. 

 

2 Skills and time are ours for pressing 

 toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 

 all at peace in health and freedom, 

 races joined, the church made one. 

 Now direct our daily labor, 



 lest we strive for self alone; 

 born with talents, make us servants 

 fit to answer at your throne. 

 

3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 

 gain through pow'rs your grace conferred; 

 ours to use for home and kindred, 

 and to spread the gospel word. 

 Open wide our hands in sharing, 

 as we heed Christ's ageless call, 

 healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 

 serving you by loving all. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s 

power on the church, the world, and all in need. 

A time of silence. 

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the fire of 

your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and denominations, and 
refine us to participate in your activity throughout the world. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you for the 

beauty of nature (local places of natural beauty may be named). Bless the earth for 
your glory and restore its integrity where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O 

God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase 
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders forge 

trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy 
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your 

radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at the 
margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the perspectives 

of others. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest from 
their labors (especially). Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come 
may also know your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you 

gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

 

Musical Offering 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Almighty God our Father and Mother, your generous goodness comes to us new 

every day.  By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your abundant 

goodness, give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience, 

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen 

 

Let us pray together the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today, our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 

those who have sinned against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  

are yours, now and forever. Amen 



 

Blessing 

Let us go from this place with minds that never forget, with hearts that grow in 

hope, with lives that shine Christ’s light. Let us go to serve, to reconcile, to bring 

peace, and to stand together as children of the light. And may the blessing of God, 

Creator, Peacemaker, Peacebringer, go with us all, this day and every day.  Amen 

 

Sending Hymn – #826 Thine the Amen 

 
1 Thine the amen thine the praise 

 alleluias angels raise 

 thine the everlasting head 

 thine the breaking of the bread 

 thine the glory thine the story 

 thine the harvest then the cup 

 thine the vineyard then the cup 

 is lifted up lifted up. 

 

2 Thine the life eternally 

 thine the promise let there be 

 thine the vision thine the tree 

 all the earth on bended knee 

 gone the nailing gone the railing 

 gone the pleading gone the cry 

 gone the sighing gone the dying 

 what was loss lifted high. 

 

3 Thine the truly thine the yes 

 thine the table we the guest 

 thine the mercy all from thee 

 thine the glory yet to be 

 then the ringing and the singing 

 then the end of all the war 

 thine the living thine the loving 

 evermore evermore. 

 

4 Thine the kingdom thine the prize 

 thine the wonder full surprise 

 thine the banquet then the praise 

 then the justice of thy ways 

 thine the glory thine the story 

 then the welcome to the least 

 then the wonder all increasing 

 at thy feast at thy feast. 

 



5 Thine the glory in the night 

 no more dying only light 

 thine the river thine the tree 

 then the Lamb eternally 

 then the holy holy holy 

 celebration jubilee 

 thine the splendor thine the brightness 

 only thee only thee. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 


