
Order of Service 
September 27, 2020 

 
 

Prelude 
 
Gathering Hymn – #557 Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun 

1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
 thy daily stage of duty run; 
 shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise 
 to pay thy morning sacrifice. 
 
2 All praise to thee, who safe hast kept 
 and hast refreshed me while I slept. 
 Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake, 
 I may of endless light partake. 
 
3 Lord, I my vows to thee renew. 
 Disperse my sins as morning dew; 
 guard my first springs of thought and will; 
 and with thyself my spirit fill. 
 
4 Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
 all I design or do or say, 
 that all my pow'rs, with all their might, 
 in thy sole glory may unite. 
 
5 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise God, all creatures here below; 
 praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 
Greeting – Blessed be the Holy Trinity, One God, who creates, redeems and sustains us and all of 
creation.  Amen 

Prayer of the Day – God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

Readings 

The first reading is from Exodus 17:1-7   

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD 
commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2The people 



quarreled with Moses, and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you test the LORD?" 3But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, "Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with 
thirst?" 4So Moses cried out to the LORD, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 
stone me." 5The LORD said to Moses, "Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel 
with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6I will be standing there in 
front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may 
drink." Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?" 

Response - Word of God, Word of Light, Thanks be to God 

The second Reading is from Philippians 2:1-13 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 
as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
 8he humbled himself 
 and became obedient to the point of death — 
 even death on a cross. 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 
12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work 
in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Response - Word of God, Word of Light, Thanks be to God 



Holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:23-32  Glory to you, O Lord 

23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?" 24Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 
also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 
of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why 
then did you not believe him?' 26But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet." 27So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
28What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.' 29He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to 
the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the 
will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

Response - The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

Sermon Hymn - # 806 O God, My Faithful God 

1     O God, my faithful God, 
 true fountain ever flowing, 
 without whom nothing is, 
 all perfect gifts bestowing: 
 give me a healthy frame, 
 and may I have within 
 a conscience free from blame, 
 a soul unstained by sin. 
 
2 Give me the strength to do 
 with ready heart and willing 
 whatever you command, 
 my calling here fulfilling-- 
 to do it when I ought, 
 with all my might--and bless 
 whatever I have wrought, 
 for you must give success. 
 
3 Keep me from saying words 



 that later need recalling; 
 guard me, lest idle speech 
 may from my lips be falling; 
 but when, within my place, 
 I must and ought to speak, 
 then to my words give grace, 
 lest I offend the weak. 
 
4 When dangers gather round, 
 oh, keep me calm and fearless; 
 help me to bear the cross 
 when life seems dark and cheerless; 
 help me, as you have taught, 
 to love both great and small, 
 and, by your Spirit's might, 
 
Prayers of Intersession 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
 
Musical Offering 
 
Offering Prayer 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of 
your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the 
world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory forever.  Amen 
 
Sending Hymn - #538 The Lord Now Sends Us Forth 
The Lord now sends us forth  

with hands to serve and give, 
 to make of all the earth  

a better place to live.  Repeat 
 
 The angels are not sent  

into our world of pain 
 to do what we were meant  

to do in Jesus' name; 
 that falls to you and me  

and all who are made free. 
 Help us, O Lord, we pray,  
to do your will today.  Repeat 



Blessing 
 Almighty God bless us, and direct our days and our deeds in peace.  Amen 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 


